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Opposition to Smoke-free Laws 

�  “We see an increasing number of private establishments 
voluntarily going smoke-free, and so there's no need for 
government to try to force upon private businesses a smoking-
free ordinance. That's a decision that should be left to restaurant 
owners and bar owners, not to city hall. The other problem is, it 
really represents a veiled threat to one of our most important 
constitutional rights, which is private property rights.” 
  Jim Waters, director of policy and communications for 
the Bluegrass Institute for Public Policy Solutions, a 
nonpartisan think tank based in Bowling Green.  

 
Secondhand Smoke and Smoke-free Laws in Kentucky 
How Many Boyle County Adults are Exposed to First and 
Secondhand Smoke? 
Most (83%) do NOT smoke cigarettes, yet over three-fourths (76%) of 
Kentuckians ARE exposed to secondhand smoke. 
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Secondhand Smoke Causes Disease and Premature Death 

�  Secondhand smoke causes approximately 3,000 lung cancer 
deaths per year in nonsmoking adults. 

�  Secondhand smoke causes approximately 46,000 heart disease 
deaths per year in nonsmoking adults. 

�  Secondhand smoke causes approximately 430 SIDS deaths per 
year in newborns. 

 Source: U.S. Surgeon General, 2006 
Secondhand Tobacco Smoke: contains at least 250 toxic chemicals 
 
Why are Some Workers Affected More Than Others? 

�  Levels of secondhand tobacco smoke in restaurants and bars are 
1.6 to 6 times higher than in office workplaces. 

�  Servers have the greatest risk of developing lung cancer and 
heart disease compared to other occupations.  

 
Kentucky Supreme Court Decision, April 2004 
“Among the police powers of the government, the power to promote 
and safeguard public health ranks at the top…….. The real issue is 
whether the public health regulation [Lexington’s smoke-free law] is 
reasonable….. In this case we must conclude that it is.” 
 
Strength of Smoke-free Laws 

�  Comprehensive laws 
�  All places of employment and all buildings open to the 

public 
�  Very few to no exemptions 
�  Creates level playing field; easiest to enforce 

�  Moderate laws 
�  All buildings open to the public 
�  Very few to no exemptions 
�  Creates level playing field for all public places; easy to 

enforce 
�  Weak laws 

�  Some workers protected; others are not 
�  Significant exemptions 
�  Creates unequal playing field 
�  Enforcement a challenge 

 
Smoke-free Laws Did Not Harm Business in Lexington 

�  An average of 400 additional restaurant employees per month 
(3% of total restaurant employment) 

�  Bar employment stable  
�  No change in business openings or closings 

Pyles, M, Mullineaux, DJ, Okoli, CTC, Hahn, EJ. (2007). Economic 
impact of a smoke-free law in a tobacco-growing community. Tobacco 
Control, 16(1), 66-68. 
 
Share your thoughts with your elected officials on any changes to the 
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current smoking ordinance. 
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